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Finding Value in Philosophy
Bertrand Russell shared his view that the value of philosophy should be derived as free minds lacking prejudice and the constraints of social norms and values. Russell noted that food for the mind is of critical importance because even in a hypothetical situation where humans did not lack anything, there would still be a need to create a valuable society. The value of philosophy can be identified by its relation to fields that are currently regarded as defined sciences. Russell highlights how mathematics, psychology and astronomy are considered as distinct fields by modern society but that they were categorized under philosophy when they were relatively new fields of research. This is an important point raised as it indicates the seemingly infinite value of philosophy in human efforts to understand a variety of topics related to day-to-day life. 
A common concern raised against philosophy is its apparent contrast to religion. Russell notes that it is unwise and difficult to develop supported findings on any correlation between the two subjects. While he encourages the efforts to find philosophical evidence of religious beliefs, he further asserts that philosophers should include definite answers to such compelling questions as part of the value of philosophy. The value of philosophy does not lie in any potential ability to provide concrete answers to questions that do not have definite answers. As Russell states, the true value of philosophy lies in its uncertainty. One finds value in philosophy when one begins to lose certainty of common objects and perspectives. The diminishing of our feelings of certainty is according to Russell our first step towards becoming free from the tyranny of custom that discourages people in society from a young age to doubt norms and values passed down to them. The writer asserts that the enlargement of the self is achieved through philosophical contemplation, which encompasses all forms of acquisition of knowledge. According to Russell, philosophical contemplation expands both the objects of our thoughts and the objects of our actions. This in turn frees us from social constraints that prevent us from liberating our minds to wider extents. 
In my opinion, philosophy is the most valuable field of study that enlightens the human mind and empowers society to think deeper. Current sciences such as mathematics and astronomy are supported by extensive knowledge because of philosophical contemplation about those topics when they were in their infancy. Philosophy is not readily considered a science and does not hold known benefits to those who studied it through history. The main reason for this is because any topic of importance to the human mind stops being a philosophy when it gains definite knowledge to support theoretical frameworks. This is sufficient reason to encourage study of philosophy, as it liberates the mind and deters humans from submitting to customs and norms which were developed centuries earlier without definitive knowledge. Fundamental questions related to religion and human existence are frequently addressed using philosophy. This is an indication of the value that the field of philosophy presents in efforts by humans to understand their past, present and future. The most important takeaway is that philosophy does not provide definite answers to its questions, but enables an individual to enlarge their mind and achieve enhanced thinking capacity. Without philosophical contemplation, humans would not have made progress in the fields now labeled as sciences. 
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